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Juſt admitted into an. I NFIRMARY, 


Great Part of which may fait the Caſe of any 
(eſpecially of the Poor) under Sickneſs, or 
other Affliction. | 
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; q * | Did not HE that made me, in the Womb, make him? 
*F and did not ONE faſhion us in the Womb? 
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T E Letter which is here before the Reader 
1 may ſeem ſomething Foreign to my peculiar 
Province as a PHYSICIAN ; but as I have now 
acted under that Character more than four Years in 


the County INTIRMAR FY at Nox THAM TONY, I 


have had ſuch Opportunities of Knowing what has 
paſſed in it, and eſpecially of conderſing with Pa- 
tients there, in the Progreſs of their Diſtempers, 
and ſometimes in the laſt Hours of their Lives, as 
have furniſhed me with ſome particular Advantages 
for making an Attempt of this kind, as well as laid 
me under affenting Obligations to it. 
After having deliberately weigh'd the Deſign, I 


communicated it to ſome worthy Divines, for whoſe 


Judgment I have a great Regard ; and was con- 
firm'd in the Purpoſe I had form'd, by the Concur- 
rence of their Opinion in its Favour, and by their 
urging me to engage in the Execution of it, as judg- 


ing, for obvious Reaſons, that ſome particular In- 


fluence might attend it, as coming from'a Perſon 
of my Profeſſion. . . 
I freely acknowlege, that I have receiv'd con- 
ſiderable Aſſiſtance from Them in this ſmall Work; 
but, at the ſame time, think it my Duty /olemnly-to 
declare, that all I have written is entirely agreeable to 
the Convictions of my own Conſcience, as to the cer- 
tain Evidence, and great Importance, of the religious 
Principles, on which I have proceeded ; and I ſhall 
eſteem myſelf peculiarly happy, if theſe Conſider- 
ations 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


forcibly as I have felt them on my own Heart. 
T have fuditufy avoided whatever night lead to 
any of thoſe Controverſies which have ſo unhappily 
divided Chriſtians of different Denominations. Yet, as 
hardly any thing can be mentioned that ſome have 
not diſputed, I have at the Bottom of the Page re- 
fered to ſuch Scriptures as evidently ſpeak the ſame 
Sentiments, that I might be ſheltered, under their ſa- 
cred Authority, from that Petulancy of Cenſure 
which I might perhaps otherwiſe have incurred, by 


ſome Expreſſions which I judg'd it indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary to uſe. + | 


But, if my bearing this public Teſtimony of my 
firm Belief of CHRISTIANITY, and com- 


paſſionate Regard to the immortal Souls of the lowef 
of my Fellow-Creatures, ſhould expoſe me to a 

Degree of Contempt and Ridicule, in an Age like 
THIS, which I aſſuredly expect it will, I ſhall not be 


very anxious, as to any ſuch Conſequences : referring 


myſelf to the Deciſion of that Day, when the Secrets 
of all Hearts ſhall be manifeſted, and our eternal States 
unalterably determined. | 7 


Northampton, 
Juh 9. 1748. 


De Nord CLOSET (ee 548. in our Engliſh Tranſ+ 
lation, fignifies, in the Oxioix AL, Cloſet, Chamber, Wardrobe, 
Warehouſe, or any other ſeparate Place— and Chriſt might pro- 
pably uſe a Word of ſuch Latitude, that none might plead, in Ex- 
cuſe for the Omiſſion of ſecret Prayer, the Wait of ſo convement 
an Apartment, as they could wiſh to retire into I thought it ne- 
ceſſary juſt to hint This, and to obſerve farther, That every Pa- 


tient in a Public Infirmary may conſider himſelf, when kneeling at 5 1 
Bis Bed-fide, with his Curtains drawn around him, to be (ſcerip= © 
turally ſpeaking) in his Cloſet. | 2 
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LETTERS 


Dear Neighbour, 


ERS Call you Dear, not out of an 
RIP 4fciation of Tenderneſs, but 
W Il becauſe tis my real Deſire, that 


every Neighbour, and eſpecially 

SITS every aff ted Neighbour, ſhould 
be truly dear to me; and becauſe the Addreſs I am 
now making you, proceeds from real Lovꝝ to 
you, as a Fellow-Creature, as a Fellow-Chriſtian— 
and as one ow in a Condition that intitles you to 
particular Compaſſion. 

To be at once Sick, or Lame, and Poor, is indeed 
an affficting Circumſtance — With a real Commiſera- 
tion therefore ſhall I do my Part, according to the 
Abilities God has given me, towards your Support 
and Cure — But as Charity to the SOUL is un- 
queſtionally the nobleſt of all Charities, I would moſt 

gladly, 


Thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as Thyſelf. Matthew 
XXII. 39. by | 
3 2 Nor are the Benefits of an Infirmary confined only to 
* Bodily Pain and Sickneſs, but may extend themſelves yet fur- 
* ther, to the Hpiritual Maladies of thoſe who are under the 
Care: of it. The Ignorant here may be inſtructed, and the 
Diſſolute reclaimed, and the Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
* B | through 


gladly,. from this Conſideration, contribute to your 
ſpiritual Good, and eternal Salvation; heartily wiſh- 
ing to Join the happy Purpoſes of a RzroxMaTory 
with thoſe of an Inriamary. © © © 
© Tho* Iam nota Mixis r ER, I ſhould ſcarcely think 
I deſerved the Name of a CHRISTIAN, if I were 
not willing (when properOccaſions offer) to 77ſtrufand 
tomfort you, as your Circumſtances and my own may 
permit: But ſince the Viſits of a Phyſician to every 
1 Patient cannot be long, and much of the 


ittle Time he ſpends with each, muſt be taken up 


with what relates to his proper Profeſſion, I would 


endeavour to make up that Deficiency by applying 
myſelf to you in this Method, by which I may ſpeak 
to thoſe whom I ſee not— to thoſe at the greateſt 
Diſtance from me— and perhaps may ſpeak when 
my Lips are ſilent in the Duſt,  , | 
Suppoſe me then to fit down by the Bed of Lan- 
guiſhing, and with a compaſſionate Heart, lifted up 
to God for his Bleſſing upon you, and on my 
Attempts of ſerving you, to addreſs myſelf to you, 
As a Perſon under the afflicting Hand of God. 
As lodged in a Place where you are daily receiv- 
ing many of his Mercies. 


„through the a//-powwerful Grace of God, be raiſed to the Life 


« of Righteouſneſs. — The ſtrict Regularity to which the Pa- 


« tients are obliged, the /piritua/ Aſſiſtance which is charitably 
« adminiſtred to them, the Aptneſs of Mens Minds to receive 
c religious Impreſſions in Time of Sickneſs and Diſtreſs, and the 
« good Jmprovement that will be made of it, to the preſſing 
e home upon them their ever/aſ{ing Concerns, whilſt they are 

&« here in a /#fering and declining Condition, ALL contribute to 

« this happy Change. And who is there, that feels not an 
c inward Pleaſure (a Pleaſure that muſt greatly overpay his 


« Liberality), when he reflects that, by a /ma/l Benefaction, 


«© AE may be happily inſtrumental not only to the prolonging of 
% a MoRTALLir :, but to the ſaving of an IMmorTAL Soul,” 

See Page i9th of the Reverend Dr. Grey's excellent Sermon, 
- preached before the Preſident and Governors, at the opening of 


the County Infirmary at Northampton. 
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And where you are ſurrounded with many Ob- 
jets and Circumſtances, which, if it be not your 


own Fault, may be very inſtructive to you. 


pn FC FEI | 
The Patient addreſſed as in 4 Place of 
EE as. FF 


Addreſs you firſt, as under the afflicting Hand of 
God: The Place in which this finds you, as a 
Patient, ſuppoſes Two very grievous Afflictions con- 
cur ; viz. That you are under ſome Illneſs or un- 
happy Accident; and that you are fo poor as not to 
be able, at your own Expence, to procure proper 
Relief.— The Governors would not have admitted 
you, if they had not been perſuaded this was your 
Caſe; and you would be guilty of ſo much Injuſtice 
and Wickedneſs, if you have deceived them into ſuch 


a Perſuaſion, that I will not make any ſuch Suppo- 


ſition. 

You are afflicted, and J hope you 
Ged to be re: know your Aﬀflictions come from the 
garded as the 1 


"/Juthor of 47. Hand of God— You muſt know it, if 
flifion. you believe there is a God, and a Pro- 
e vidence, which is ſo evident on the 

common Senſe of Mankind, that one would ho 
none can ſo much as gugſtion it.— And F you be- 
lieve that God ſo far regards you as to fend Afflic- 
tions (as you know too, that He does not afflict you 
willingly *, or grieve the Children of Men), you 
muſt believe, that He has merciful Defjgns in afflict- 
ing, and that He does alſo ſtand by you, as it were, 
to ſee how the Affliction works upon your Mind, 
juſt as every wie Phyſician, when he preſcribes for 
a Patient, will attentively obſerve what Effect his 
Preſcriptions produce. | 
| 2 Lamentat. iii. 23. 


B 2 Tae 


1 

The Apoſtle expreſly tells us, That God corrects 
« us for our Profit, that we may be Partakers of 
«© his Holineſs *, *'— But that we may be ſo, tis 
neceſſary, as the wiſe Man ſpeaks, ** in the Days 
« of Adverſity, to conſider *.”*—My Firſt Requeſt 
to you therefore is, That you would ſeriouſly con- 
ſider, what is the preſent State of your Souls, that 
ſo you may the better judge concerning the parti- 


cular Deſign of our heavenly Father in this chaſtiſe- | 


ing Rod, ö 1 | 
TE BY Let me intreat you to reflect, in the 
The Patient flirſt Place, whether you have Reaſon 


exhorted to 5 | 
Self-rwatina- to believe, that you are, or are not, a 
tion, REAL Chriſtian, —I take it for granted 


that you are CALLED a Chriſtian, — 
that you have been baptized, — and that you have 
not expreſly renounced your Baptiſm ;— that you 


have generally frequented ſome Place of Chriſtian 


Worlhip— and that you believe the Scriptures to 

be the Word of God. 3 
But, to be ſure, this is not enough to prove you 

a TRUE Chriſtian, and to ſecure your Salvation: 


For if there be any Crimes in the 


. r , World that can draw down the Wrath 
Sinn. of God, and expoſe a Man to certain 
. Danger of eternal Damnation, they are 
ſuch Crimes as are found among ſome, wha are bap- 
tized Perſons, who ſometimes attend public Wor- 
ſhip, and don't deny the Truth of the Scriptures.— 
Are there not, among ſuch, ApulrERERS and 


FornicaTors,— TRIEVES and RoBBrRs,— PRo- 


FANE CUR$SERS and SWEARERS, — SABBATH- 
BREAKERS,— and DRUNK ArDs ?—Now, the Word 
of God expreſly ſays ©, with relation to Perſons of 
ſuch a Character, That they ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of Ged ;— and that the abuſed Name of 3 


3 Heb. xii. 10. Þ Eccleſiaft, vii. 14. © 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 
CHRISTIAY, 
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51 
CHRISTIAN, which they preſumpiuoyſly retain, ſhall 
do them no manner * of Service. | 

If you therefore know, in your own Conſcience, 
that You are ſuch a Sinner ;— that you have lived 
in Uncleanneſs, or Injuſtice ;— that you profane the 
Name of God— that you cuſtomarily break his Sab- 
baths (as if you would force your. Way through 
that Fence, to a Thouſand other Tranſgreſſions) 
that you allow yourſelf in Lying or Drunkenneſs— 
or in any other evil Courſe, which you know. to be 
contrary to the Word of God, and the Deſign of 
the Goſpel, you need not doubt one Hour, nay, 
not one Moment, about your State. Whatever 
your Notions and Pretences, and Forms of Reli- 

ion be, you are undoubtedly a wWIcEED Perſon, 


under the Di/pleaſure of God,— and in Danger of 


everlaſting Miſery.— Lou have Reaſon to think God 
ſends this Affliction upon you to rouſe and awaken 


your Conſcience— to ſhake you, as it were, out of 
this dead Sleep, that you may fall down and humble 


yourſelf before him; leſt his Sickneſs deliver you 
over to Death, and Death to that Judgment, by 
which you ſhall be caſt into Hell. ER 
3 But I muſt in Faithfulneſs farther 
3 tell you, That though you be free from 
zot a formal any ſuch abominable Wickedneſs as I 
Moraliſt, a- have deſcribed above, you may never- 
Hituse of in- theleſs be an unconverted Sinner— un- 
der the Guilt of your Sins, and in the 
Way to Ruin. — Undoubtedly you are fo, if you have 
wo FAITH * IN CHRIST, —if you have no LOVE To 
Gop,— if you live wiTHouT Gop in the World 
if you have not been u/ed to pray — and, I will 
add, if you have not been uſed to pray alone, and 
Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. Mate. vii. 21. 
| * Epheſ. iii. 17. and 1 John iii. 23, John v. 42. 4 Rom. 
vi. 2. Matt. vi. 6. When thou prayeſt, enter into thy 


have 


6 


have not been fincere and earneſt with God in thoſe 


Addreſſes to him; for indeed, you may bring the 
Matter to that ſhort INue— It has often and juſtly 
been faid, ** a Man may as well live without Breath, 
c as a Chriſtian without Prayer. And I muſt tell 
you farther, That though you may have felt ſome 
Awe of God upon your Hearts, and though you 
may, in a cuſtomary and formal Manner, have prayed 


to him at Church, or at Home, you are not a REAL 


Chriſtian, if you have nota TRUE Farrn in CHRIST, 


that is to ſay, if you have not been made #horowghty 


ſenſible *, that you are a miſerable Sinner— that you 
cannot be juſtified before God, by your own Righte- 


ouſneſs, or, as St. Paul * expreſſes it, by the Deeds of | 


the Law :— if you have not been really convinced 
that you ſtand in need of the Blood © of CHR IST to 
obtain your Pardon, and of the Obedience * of Chriſt 
to procure your final Acceptance before God ; and 
have not committed your Soul into his Hands, with 
a ſincere Deſire to be made © holy, in order to be 
made happy, with an unfeigned Repentance for all 
your paſt Sins, and with an humble Reſolution, that, 
by the Grace of God, you will reverence all his 
Commands; and labour, ſor the Time to come, to 
obey them. — If you have 1 believed in 
the Sow of Gop— and if it be“ your conſtant Care 
to act accordingly — if you conſcientiouſiy guard 
againſt all known Sin — and be truly ſorry when 

ou fall into any Evil by Infirmity or Surprixe and 
in ſuch a Caſe, apply immediately to the Mercy of 
God, and the Merits of Chriſt, for your Pardon, 
with renewed Reſolutions againſt Sin for the future, 
and hearty Deſires, that God would preſerve you 
from all Impiety; then indeed you are a TRUE Chri- 
Rian,— But otherwiſe it would be great Treachery 


2 x John i. 8. b Rom. iii. 20. c Matt. xxvi. 28. 
= Row. v.10. * 1 heil. iv. 7. ED 
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[91 
to God, and great Cruelty to your Soul, to flatter 
you in Hopes, which after all will prove but vain. 
If this be not your Character, my Friend, you 
are an hardened Sinner— you are under the Curſe 
of God's Law and you muſt Believe—Repent— 
and be Converted.— The whole Temper' of your 
Heart, and the whole Courſe of your Life *, mult be 
changed, or you muſt periſh for ever.— Take it not 
as reſting on the' Authority of a weak and fallible 
Mortal, but as the Deciſion -of our Divine Maſter 
himſelf, the faithful and the true Witneſs, who has 
expreſly ſaid, and ſolemnly repeated it, Except ye 
<<. repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe * periſh ;—he that be- 
« lieveth not is © condemned already, and the Wrath 


© of God abideth on him“, and the Wicked ſhall 
f 939 
If 


« go away into © everlaſting Puniſhment .““ 
John iii. 3. Luke xiii. 3. John iii. 18, © John 


iii. 36. © Matt. xxv. 46. 


f Now, upon the whole Matter; what can a careleſs, de- 
bauch'd Perſon sà * to theſe Things? Tho' he furdily bears up 


at preſent againſl theſe Impreſſions, can he think, that he ſhall a7- 


2vays be able to brave it out againſt God and his ownConfcience? 
---Can he fanſy, that he ſhall not, at leaſt in the /af Hours of. 
his Life, condemn himſelf with very diſma! Reflections on the 


7F _ Folly of his Sin, and terrible Foreboding of its Puniſhment ; 


as the whole World of anthinting People have done before him? 
And ſurely there cannot be a more diſmal Condition, than for 


any one to ſee their ſhort Life of Sin and Vanity expiring, and 


Ly 


their eternal State of Horror and Torment commencing--- Well 
may weihen behold them in cold Sweats, ſnatching at the 
Hands of ſuch as are near them, and even rending themſelves 
with piercing Groans and Cxvinc.--- And what a herrib/e 
Thought is it, that zhe/e are but the ſmall Beginnings of thoſe 
infinite and unutterable Torments which follow! * 
Viet very few will take theſe fair Warnings in TiME, while 
they may prevent the LIKE 7uinous Events.--- They /ight Re- 


ligion in their HeaLTH and ProsPERITY, though they cannot 


but efeem it in Time of Daxcer and Dear. 

What can we $aY to theſe Things? But that Madneſs is 
% Bound up in the Hearts of theſe Men.” Eccleſiaſt. ix. 3. It 
would otherwiſe be utterly unaccountable, that any reaſenable 


Creature ſhould reject the ſweet and excellent Government of 


5 : GOD, 


[8 
Fa ES E vnn be your u, L betsch hem 
ach, fuch. in the Name of our Lord and Mafter 
IJeſus Chriſt— I intreat you, by the 
Mercies of God on one hand, and the Terrors of 
the Lord on the ober and by the Forth of your 
immortal Souls, that you cry unto * God immediately 
for Pa R Dom and GR ace, and that you make your 
Application to fome whom you have Reaſon to be- 
Heve are themſelves acquainted with vital Religion, 
und eſpecially to ſome pious Clergyman, whole ten- 
der Concern for Souls may -make him willing to 
give you ſuch Inſtruction and Aſſiſtance as you ſtand 
in need of, leſt this Illneſs ſhould end in Death, 
and Death in your come Condemnation, and Frreco- 
verable Ruin. 

But there is Reaſon to hope a bene God 
intends to prevent it, by this ſeaſonable Affliction; 
and that, as the Apoſtle ſays, Jou are chaſtened, that 
you may not be condemned with the impenitentWorld * 

— Improve theſe tender Moments, improve the Ad- 
vantages you now enjoy; and who can tell but it 
may appear, that you were brought into this IN- i# 
FIRMARY, that your Abode and Relief here 
"might be a Means of bringing you to Heaven ? - 2 
I ſpeak this to you even on a Sup- 
Addreſs to Le poſition of your being yet a Stranger 
fincere Chri- 
2 to REAL Religion; but I would ratber 
hope, that many, into whoſe Hands this 
Letter may fall, may be acquainted with it; and 
that 1 may addreſs you, my Reader, as a Child of 


— — L 


GOD, with the infinite Priviizess and Thins deer; = 
and obſtinately embrace the Tyranny of the Deviz, with his | 
: n Chains of Darkneſs. 

See Page 55. of that alarming little Book, Dr. Woopwand's 8 
Fa Warnings to a cRRLSSS World---im which he has collected 
the Sentiments of the -w/f eminem Men, in their $£810Vs, or 
- DYING Hours. 

| * Hoſea vii. 14. oP Cor. xi. 32. 
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God, whom He chaftiſes in ſpecial Love, as 4 
Branch in Chrift, which bears Fruit, and which He 


har rges and prunes, by the ſharp Knife of Affliction, 
— TY 


u may bring forth more Fruit. 
In chi Caſe, I would urge you to im- 
Ne the Opportunity of your preſent 


7 5 — — Retirement to uſe thoſe Hou whic 


rged. 
Ee, ou ſpend in Silence, upon a Bed 


Sickneſs and Hain your vacant Days— and per- 

haps too your ſleepleſs Nights in examining your 
own Heart in ſearching and trying * your Ways, 
that you may learn the-ſpecial Defign of Providence in 
this: Diſpenſation ;— that you may recollect what 
Duties you have been moſt ready to neglect in the 


Place and Relation in which you are fixed, and 


what Temptations have been moſt ready to prevail 
upon you, and in ſome lamented Inſtances to draw 
you aſide from God and Religion. 

Be liſting up your Heart to God from t time to 
time, and ay; to him, whilſt you are bearing his 
Chaſtiſement,** Shew me wherefore thou * contendeſt 
te with me what I know not, teach thou me, and 
ce wherein I have done Iniquity e, may I do ſo no 
t more. — Yield yourſelf with a true Fal Sub- 


miſſion to the Rod of your heavenly Father— Bear 
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it patiently— Bear it thankfully— Let Thoughts of 
Woll unfeigned Lovr to him, under that Character, 
mingle themſelves with all you ſuffer from his Hand 
and labour earneſtly, that whether your Sodily 
Health be recovered, or continue to decline more 
and more, the Health of your Mind may be greatly 
Bok by this Courſe RA Diſcipline, and by every 


of it. 
"I heſs are Addreſſes which ſuit you as a Perſon 
under the afflicting Hand of God, and which would 


Lament. 5 40. b fob x. 2. © Job xiv 32. 
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[ 10 ] 
in a manner equally ſuit you, if you lay upon yaur 
% Bed, in your own Chamber, and had requiſite 
Supports and Aſſiſtances miniſtered, at your own 
Expence. But I would now recollect, that I am 
ſpeaking to you as a Patient in an Infirmary— A 
Place where, as I have hinted to you already, you 
are ſurrounded with many Mercies, and with many 
Objects and Circumſtances, which, if it be not your 
own Fault, may carry along with them. particular 


Inſtruction. ( | 


EECTION: Me + 
The Patient addreſſed, as in a Place where 
many Mercies are received. 


Some of theſe VO are in a Place where you are 
_ _ | ſurrounded with many Mercies, 
. which, therefore, you ought to be very 
thankful for— thankful to God, as well as to your 
human Benefactors.— You have convenient Lodg- 
ing, and that is a great Mercy— an eaſy, warm 
Bed a good Houſe around you, to ſhelter you 


from the Inclemency of the Weather, which make 


Diſtempers in a Cottage, at fome Seaſons of the 
Year, much more dangerous and painful than they 
would otherwife be Tou have Attendants to wait 
upon you, as your Neceſſities require, Night and 
Day—You have Food ſufficient, and proper— ſuch 


as may comfort and ſupport Nature, without feed- 


ing your Diſtemper—And then you have the moſt 


ſuitable Medicines, in their greateſt Perfection, pre- 


ſcribed by Pays1ctans, judged (by thoſe who have 
conſigned this Office to them) to be of approved 
Skill and Experience. — Such Perſons cannot be 
under the leaſt Temptation to overload you with 
them; a Circumſtance which is of no ſmall Import- 

| ance 


„ 


| Thankfulns/; 


1») 
ahce— Theſe Gentlemen viſit you at proper Sea- 
ſons, they are ready to attend you at any Time, if 
an extraordinary Circumſtance in your Caſe ſhould 


make it neceſſary. Ep” 
If you are wounded, or under the Agony' of. a 


broken Bone, or in other Circumſtances, that require 


the important Aid of SurRcGEons, Perſons ſelected 
from many others of that uſeful and neceſſary Pro- 
feſſion are ready to attend you with their Aſ- 
ſiſtance— which would elſe, perhaps, have been ſo 
expenſive to you, that you might have been ruined 
by procuring it, or periſhed for want of it— And, 
upon the Whole, there are few of your Benefactors, 
who, in the Time of their Sickneſs, have equal Ad- 


vantages for their Comfort and Recovery with you 


And the Government and Regulations under 
which you are, may be much more than an Equi- 
valent for other Advantages, which, in ſuperior 
Circumſtances, they may enjoy, if they have not 
a great deal of Command over themſelves, and do 
not fall into very faithful Hands. „ 
| Now have you not abundant Reaſon 
to be thankful to THEM, and, above 
all, to GOD, for theſe good things, 
and for that happy State into which, amidſt all your 
Afflictions, you are brought ?— I ſay, above all, to 
GOD, becauſe *ris HE gives Them a Power to help 
you, and a Vill to do it—'Tis HE that encourages 
Them to go on from Year to Year, with renewed 
Expence, and to take ſuch frequent Trouble in At- 
tendance, as many of them do, on no other ima - 


er, 


ginable Conſideration than that of doing you good. 
Methinks, in his View, you ſhould be praiſing 


God, every Day, and every Day intreating, that his 
Bleſſing may abundantly reſt upon thoſe whom He 


has made, in this Inſtance, the Inſtruments of his 


(3podneſs to you and indeed you ſhould be very 
CS +: thankful 
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thankful to Him, not only on your own Account, 
but that of others Poor as you are, I could ear- 
neſtly wiſh, that you might be rich in the Grace of 
Chriſtian Charity; and if you are fo, you will be 
concerned for others as well as yourfelf— you will 
rejoicę, and be thankful for the Relief which every 
Patient in the Infirmary, or belonging to it, re- 
ceives by this uſeful FoundaTiIon— it will delight 
and comfort you, to think how many ſuch Houſes 
of Mercy there are in our Nation *, how many 
Thouſands have been already relieved. recovered 
by them and what a Probability there is, that in 
future Years they may be more numerous, and more 
uſeful 2. by ITS Experience in the ART of 
DOING G00 our opening Heart will rejoice 
in the Proſſ bect of RA and Comfort to thoſe that 
are yet unborn. 
. If you have any Spark of Gratitude 
commendes, to God, for your own Share in this 
merciful Proviſion, you will be inquir- 
ing what Return you ſhall make— And ſhall I tell 
you plainly what the moſt acceptable Return will be, 
that it 1s poſſible for you immediately to make "ha 
The Anſwer is eaſy Truly, the moſt acceptable 
thing you can at preſent do, both to God and Man, 


In the Year 1719. the Wefminfee Infirmary was eſtabliſh - 


_ ed— and in 1732. St. George's Hoſpital ; ſince which Time 


Fourteen more Hoſpitals and Infirmaries have been erected, 
ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom; wiz. the London Infirmary, 7, 
Foundling Hoſpital, the Middle/ex Infirmary for Sick in general, 
but particularly for Lying- ii Women — the Hoſpital for Iuao- 
culation, and for Patients already ſeiz d with the Small-pox— the 
Winchefter Hoſpital (being the firſt ever eſtabliſhed gut of Len 
an], the Devonſeire Hoſpital at Exeter, and one for the City 
of Exeter — and at Briſtol, Bath, York, Northamptan, Worcfter, 
. and Fru, each one - Beſides theſe, I an in- 
formed there are Two at Dublin, and one at Edinburgh. 


= portwnitia in And here, beſides 
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is to e to fx hh: 0 wh 
Gratpad bop as poſſible, all 
xpreſſethy in- you here . enyo 10 for 
proving bor: Saul. We Wi 
; —— 4 and, as we er — to 9 
prek it, the hleſſed ol wiſbes it— and will behold 
th Pleaſure. J.Qur wiſe and diligent Care of your- 
cob Da not therefore, as ſome foaliſbiy do, ne⸗ 
glect the Opportunity, and ſo diſappoint the cha- 
. ritable Deſigns and Efforts of your beſt Friends, - 


Ir is the leſs neecffary for me to urg 
NT Reco you to im 72 che Ad u u 
 , enjoy, for t al 


' not only as it may reaſonably. uy taken for 
you will do it, but as, according to the — WA, 
fuck Places as theſe, any great and viſible Irregu · 
larity will not be endured— Yet. there are ſome 
little miſchiepous Artifices, which Patients ſometimes 
practiſe, and which may in ſome Caſes paſs yndiſ- 
covered— by getting things which are improper for 
them to eat or to drink, which you aught ta make 
a Conſcience of avoiding z for as it would be 

your ſelves, and perplexing your mee 12 it. 
would be groſsly abuſing the Charity you havg. 
ſought to Lars of, either to negle& what you arg 
appointed to do, or to do that which, out of a ten- 


der. Regard to your Benefit, and chat of others, 


is forbidden. n - 
Zut what I have moſt in my 

and or *. to urge you to a diligent Care in 

Religious Op- improving Wien for your 5 | 


a well-regs- Which you are ſurrounded, which I re- 
* 2. ſerve as an Article by itſelf, T may reckon 
p54 the Opportunity you will have of bear- 
ing or reading the Scripture, and — 
attending . Sermons, and Sacramefits, and 

con- 
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' converſing with ſome ſpiritual Guide.— If all theſs 


are duly improved, you may have Reaſon to bleſs 


i 


God for every one of them. - 
doo Taye Bibles in every Ward; 

Wees. let them not be neglected. If you 
are able to do it, read them yourſelf, or elſe get an- 


other to read them to you; but one Way or other 


keep up an Acquaintance with the Contents of that 
Divine Book, as you have Opportunity, and the 
State of your Health will permit—And particularly 
read ſuch Portions of Scripture as are moſt ſuitable 
to your Caſe, ſuch as thoſe referred to below *. 
And, while you read them, yavse upon them: 


And take ſome weighty and comfortable Verſe to lay 


up in your Memory, that you may MEDITATE upon 
it by Night as well as by Day.— The TzxTs of 
Scripture that, in ſeveral Infirmaries, are written 
on the Walls, in the reſpective Wards, may, by the 
Divine Bleſſing, be very uſeful, if thus ſeriouſly 
reflected upon. e 5 
If you have an Opportunity of borrowing other 
good Books, eſpecially ſuch as treat of TRUE Evan- 
GELICAL Religion, and of Affliction, Death, Judg- 
ment, and Eternity, I would adviſe you to make 


251 2 REY 
2 Paſſages of Scripture particularly fit for the Peruſal of 


Perſons in an Infirmary, are ſuch as theſe: 


er 2 Corinth. iv. v. xi. Epheſians v. vi. Philip- 
P 


I'M eter 7. i. iv. 2 Peter iii. 1 John i. iii. Revelations ii. 
1j. XX1, xxii. * e 


985 "Tis 


1151 
Tis true, if you be confined to your Bed, by 
any acute Illneſs, that requires Ref, and will not 
admit of attentive Thought, there will be no Room 
for this But there are ſo many Patients in other 
\ Circumſtances, that I thought the Hint not unne- 
_ ceſſary, eſpecially as the inactive State in which they 
are forced to be, may be a Means of contracting a 
HasriT of Idleneſs, if they be not directed to ſome 
uſeful ſedentary Employment; and if a Number be 
capable of ſitting to any kind of Work together, 
which is often the Caſe, then one, who can read well, 
may read to the reſt, without diſturbmg others; 
all which mult be left to the Judgment of the Ma- 
TRON ; and it may, by the Bleſſing of God, turn 
out to a good Account. 
2 Tou will hear Prayers, ſuited to your 
rayers. 
particular Caſes, read in your Wards ſe- 
veral times in a Week—Attend to them diligently— 
endeavour to underſtand them ; for which Purpoſe 
if Copies of them are left in the Wards, it will not 
be anuſs to aſk Leave to read them when firſt ad- 
mitted, that you may enter into the Meaning of 
them, deſiring the Miniſter to explain it to you, if 
there be any thing which you do not thoroughly un- 
derſtand And then, when they are read, endea- 
vour to keep your Minds attentive to every Sen- 
tence— always remembering, that whatever Prayers 
you may Hear, or even ſpeak, they are not your 
Prayers, unleſs they be the Pourings out of your 
Souls before that God, who ſearches all Hearts, and 
tries the Reins of the Children of Men— and is 
greatly diſpleaſed with thoſe who draw nigh unto 


bim with their Lips, while their Hearts ® are far from 


him. Such Pretences to Prayers are an Abomina- 
tion © unto the Lord. 


2 Pſal. Ixii. 8. * Matt. xv. 8. 4 Faw, xv. 8, 
| Fig ; | | | If 
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If the Method of catrying on publie Wolli 
kere be ſomething diffefent from what you hav 
been uſed to, don't allow yourſelf to cavil and find 
fault, but be thankful for whar Advantages you have, 
and make the beſt you can of them. Such Places 
5s theſe are not proper Scenes for Diſputes about 
Religion, nor are theſe Diys of Affliction Proper 
e for then. 

The Faith of all TRUE Chiiſtians 8 1 in the main 
ane, as to the grand Articles of i.. The Ble 
which we afk of God are in the main the ſame; biz. 
That He would pardon our Sins and putify bur 
Hearts by his Holy Spirit— and enable us to lrve 
by Falrn in CHRIST, and. in Love to God, and 
one another, ſoberly, righteouſty, and godly-- and 
ſo to improve all our Enjoyments and Afflictions, 
that we may all be vir for Heaven, and at laſt: may 
all meet there. 

Theſe are Sentiments to which every gon Man 
can put his hearty RAMEN; and he ought never to 
wit h- hold it, when he has an Opportunity of join- 
ing in ſuch Petitions as expreſs the very Vitals of 
Religion, 


Sermons. 


If Sermons be preached in the Ixr IR- 
MARY (as it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
they often will), obferve eſpecially what is moſt fult- 
able to your own Caſe, lift up your Heart to God 
for a Bleſſing before the Diſcoutſe begins, and when 
it is ended— and, if you have an Opportunity of 
cednverſing with other Patients, be 4 to talt over 
What you have heard, in an humble, thankful man- 
ner, that you may get Good by it, and retain a : 
ſerious Impreſſions that have been made. | 
As for the Sacrament of the Lord's 

upper, it is no doubt a uſeful and ex- 
cellent Ordinance, admirably fitted to adminiſter Con- 
ſolation and Eſtabliſhment to Chriſtians under all 
their Trials — to * their Graces— and to con- 
firm 


| Sacrament. Su 


171 
firm theit good Reſolutions, by reminding them of 
the Atonement of Chriſt, and by repreſenting his 
dying Love. 5 5 | 


But I beſeech and charge you, that you do not 


attend it in a careleſs manner, or as if you thought 
it would work like a Charm, and that the external 


Performance of that Action would be of any Signi- 


ficancy to your Salvation, farther than as attended 
with TRUE FaiTH in CHRIST, unfeigned Repent- 
ance for all your Sins, and fncere Purpoſes of better 
Obedience— as a Commemoration or Remembrance 
of the Death of Chriſt— as a Seal of your Covenant 
made with God in Baptiſm, and to be confirm'd in 
this Holy Solemnity— and as a Badge of your Chri- 
ſtian Love to all your Brethren in Chriſt, however 
they may be diſtinguiſhed from each other in their 
different Forms of Profeſſions, or Ranks in Life. 
Reflect upon theſe Ends and Purpofes, that you 
may ſee how far you defire to comply with them— 
Examine yourſelves as to the Truth of Religion— 
and your Advance or Declination in it Meditate 
upon the DEATH of CHRIST read thoſe Portions 
of Scripture which deſcribe it— or eſpecially refer 
fo it— and join to theſe the Aſſiſtance of the 
beſt human * Writers, that may fall in your way 
| but, 
| 2 Heb. iv. 2. 
d I cannot here forbear mentioning, to Perſons of tolerable 
Circumſtances (if this Letter ſhould come mto ſuch Hands) 


Rawlet's Treatiſe of Sacramental Covenanting, which has paſſed 


through Eight Editions— and is, in my Opinion, a lively and 
| judicious Piece; in which there is a proper Mixture of the In- 
ſtructive and Pathetic, — 

But TH1s is not ſo proper a Piece to attend us at the Com- 
munion-Table---And as there is no religious Subject, which has 
been more frequently wrote upon, and none that is 1% under- 
ſtood, I thought it incumbent on me to recommend a clear and 

ſatis factory /mal/ Tra, in large Print, which I moſt ſincerely 
wiſh in the Hands of every Communicant, — the Pa- 


tients in 27 our Infirmaries I mean the Biſhop of Man's = 
D ut 
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E 
dut, above all, endeavour to bring along with you, to 
the Table of the Lord, that Humirtity and FAITH 
—that Love and DEvOTIOx, which may make your 
Attendance acceptable to Chriſt, and uſeful to your- 
ſelves— and when you have received the Commu- 
nion, endeavour to carry it in your Memory and 
Heart conTINUALLY, and bear your Afflictions like 
one that has ſeen the Repreſentation of a ſuffering 
Saviour— that has received ſuch Favours from him 
and lies under ſuch great and ſolemm Obligations 
to ſerve him all your Life long. | 
Uſe of a ftiri- At ſuch Times eſpecially (tho' not 
en. at theſe Times only) it will be your 
great Wiſdom to make uſe of the Op- 
portunity you may have for converſing with ſome ſpi- 
ritual Guide. — The Miniſter who officiates, if he be 
that worthy Man, whom I hope you will aways find 
him, will not defpiſe your Soul, becauſe you are 
-poor.— He will not content himſelf with reading 
the Fox Ms of PRAYER, or going through oTHER 
OUTWARD Parts of public Worſhip; but he will 
be glad to converſe with every Perſon of the Infir- 
mary, as Neceſſity may require, and his other En- 
gagements permit— It will be the very Foy of his 


but plain Inſiructions fer the better underſtanding the Lord's Sup- 
per—And I ſhould rather prefer TH1s for the following Reaſons; 
viz. The whole Communion Service is printed in it, with a/e- 
ful Directions, and ſuitable Ejaculations, on the Sides— There 
are ſeveral conciſe and affecting Meditations on the 0ſt pertinent 
Texts of Scripture— Becaule I have obſerved, with Concern, 
how, People confuſe themſelves by turning backwards and for- 
wards from their Common Prayer Book to their Sacrament Book, 
when they ſhould attend the public Service--- Such a Tract as 
This would gc devout Minds, without diverting them from the 
Duty they are about. | 
VN. B This little Book has paſſed Sever Editions, and is di- 
ſperſed by the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowlege—And 
a large Allowance will be made by the Printer, to thoſe Perſons 
who buy Numbers of them to give away. 


_ Heart, 


LJ] 

Heart, to ſee that you are impreſſed with the Hand 
of God, while it * is ſmiling you and that you 
will give him an Opportunity of contributing to 
your Improvements in Divine Knowlege, and Chri- 
ſtian Piety— He will gladly deny himſelf in ſome 
agreeable Viſits abroad, or entertaining Studies at 
home, that he may, by this humble Office of Chri- 
ſtian Charity, contribute to the Glory of God, ard 
the Salvation of a Soul, which is to exiſt for ever. 

And, beſides the Aſſiſtance you may receive from 
him, who is ſo ind as to give you his STaTED At- 


tendance, Occasionar Acceſs will not be de- 


nied to the Miniſter of your own Pariſh or Congre- 
gation *, who, if he be within Reach, and underſtard 
his own Duty and [ntereſt, will be glad of an Op- 
portunity of viſiting you, and converſing ſeriou 


with you— He will alſo bleſs God with all his 
Heart for it, both as it may be a Means of preſent 


Service, and may open a Proſpect, in caſe of your 
Recovery, of his greater Uſefulneſs to you in the 
Courſe of his future Miniſtry— And conſequently 
{till farther eſtabliſh his Title to that invaluable Pro- 
miſe, and that diſtinguiſhed Reward, * They that 

« turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine like the 
ee Stars in the Firmament,“ Daniel xii. 3. 

Make «ſe of this happy Concurrence of Circum- 
ſtances Lay open to one, or other, or both, the 
State of your Soul Hear their Advices,  Inſtruc- 
tions, and Prayers— and -expreſs an unfeigned Gra- 
titude to them for all the kind Offices which they 


are ever ready to do you, in theſe Circumſtances of 
Humiliation and Diſtreſs, 


a 1 Samuel xxvi. 10. 
b Care is taken, that Patients of ALL PeRsUaslons may be 
ſa diſpoſed, as to be attended in the manner they deſire. See 
Northampton Infirmary Statutes, Page 46. 


D 2 I farthee 


Fae]. 
I farther reminded you, in the Beginning of this 
Letter, that as there are many Mercies, which you 
receive, ſo alſo it is a Place where you are ſurrounded 
with many Objefs and Circumſtances which may be 
very uſeful to you, if it be not your own Fault. 


SECTION BOL 


The Patient addreſſed as ſurrounded with many 
inſtructive Objects and Circumſtances. 


Spefacles of VO ſee around you many under 
e great and heavy Afflictions, per- 
haps much greater than your own— And in all that 
you /ze, and in all that you feel, you may perceive the 
ſad Conſequences and Effects of Sin that has, as it 
were, turned the WokLD into one GREAT INFIR- 
MARY— that has introduced all the Evils which 
we experience, and which we beho/d— that forces the 
compaſſionate Father of Men to have recourſe to 
ſuch fmarting Rods, to humble and reform his 
thoughtleſs, fooliſh, rebellious Children, — Lay it ta 
Heart, and pray earneſtly, that God would bleſs all 
theſe things. to you, and to your Fellow-Sufferers, 
Think alſo of the infinite Love and Compaſſion 
of the Loxp Jesus CHRIST, in bearing far ſeverer 
Pains and Torments for us than you feel, or than 
any of your Fellomw-Patienis endure— And once 
more think, if the chaſtiſing Strokes of God's Rod 
be ſo painful and grievous, what muſt the Fierceneſs 
of his Wrath in HELL be?—What muſt thoſe miſer- 
able Spirits endure, whom God has ror EvxR caſt 
away from his Preſence ?— who are tormented in 
that Flame prepared * for the Devil and bis Angels — 
who have no Eye to pity them no Hand to relieve. 


Matt. xxv. 41. 


them 


N 


n 


them and no Hope of being delivered, even by 
Darn itſelf, which they call for, and it ies from 


em. 5 ö | | 
Learn Patience under your own Afflictions, when 
you ſee others, perhaps, ſo much worſe than your- 
ſelves—or, it may be, languiſhing, while you are re- 
covering— growing wor ſe, inſtead! of Better, under 


the moſt proper Applications, and drawing near to 


the Grave. You may perhaps ſee ſome poor Crea- 
tures under the Neceſſity of loſing precious and uſe- 


ful Limbs, for the Preſervation of their Lives 


Learn then, from every fad Spectacle of this kind, 
to reflect how much more reaſonable it is to give up 
the deareſt Luſts, when they threaten, as they cer- 


tainly all do, the Life of our SouLs— How well 


it is worth our while fo cut off a Right Hand *, or 
pluck ont a Right Eye, rather than by criminal In- 
dulgence to bring Ruin upon ourſelves, and be caſt 
into Hell, where, as our Lorp tell us, TyrIcz, 
within the Compaſs of SIX Verſes, that heir Worm 
dieih not, and FIVE times within the SAME Com- 


paſs, that ihe Fire is not quenched, Mark ix. 43, 44, 
43, 40, 47, 48. 


. You have alſo, perhaps, Spectacles 
Alosaliß. of Mortality about you; Death may 
come into the very Ward in which you 
are lodged, and you may ſee a dead Corpſe, lying 
for a little while in the very next Bed— Oh! lay 
it to Heart Look upon that awful Sight and 
think what is become of the Soul that lately dwelt 


* Matt. v. 29. 2 
b It is well known, that it is uſual in INVPIXMARIES very 
quickly to remove Corpſes into the Dzav-Hovse, to prevent 
the Inconvenience which might ariſe from their continuing ng 


among the Patients— Nevertheleſs while the Spectacle is before 


their Eyes, it is ſo affecting, that I could not but think fit 
to touch upon it. TI | 
in 


[22] - 
in that forſaken Clay !— What a great Change has 
it already proved !— An Hour or Two ago it was 
with you, and its Fellow-Patients— and not tis with 
Angels, or with Devils— triumphing in the Preſence 
of CHRIST, or bemoaning itſelf in Chains of Darkneſs. 
« So (may you ſay), ſo muſt I in a little while, even 
<« though God ſhould bleſs the Means of my Re- 
« covery from my preſent Illneſs, ſo muſt I in a 
« few Years, and perhaps in a few Weeks, lie cold 
« among the Dead— and ſo muſt this immortal 
« Soul, this oo much neglected Spixir of mine, be 
& an Inhabitant of Heaven or of Hell Lord quicken 
£« me by this awful Providence, and ſo teach me to 
« number my Days, that I may apply my Heart unto 
« true* Wiſdom.” 5 
. ee mo OO —_ the Pro- 
ns Goo, vidence o as brought you into 
mw Place, where, perhaps, you = have 
an Opportunity of doing ſome Good, which you 
ſhould moſt joyfully embrace, to the utmoſt of your 
Power, how ill ſoever you are— You may perhaps 
do ſome Good, as an Example of Patience, and of 
Gratitude, by a quiet Submiſſion to God's Hand— 
by a thankful Compliance with all the Methods of 
Cure— and by behaving with a Becoming Reſpect to 
thoſe who have the Care of you— endeavouring to 
make that Care as light and eaſy to them as you 
can, and to give them as little Trouble as poſſible. 
4 If it pleaſe God, that you recover a 
9 little, or if under your Illneſs you are 
| capable of moving about, which is 
often the Caſe, there are many other Ways, by 
which you may perhaps be uſeful in the InrigMary 
For Inſlauce—by Reading to others—by Working 
| | f. 
Palm xc. 12. | "4 
d As it is no anuſual, and a very valuable Act of Beneficence 


to preſent Religious Books (in the Choice of which too much 
1 | Care 
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for them by Aſiſting, which in Duty you ought, 
under the Direction of the MaTRon— in attending 
upon others— and by taking proper Times and Sea- 
fons of ſpeaking to your Fellow-Patients, and com- 
forting them under their Pains and Sorrows— b 
adviſing them for their ſpiritual Good— and cau- 
tioning them tenderly and affe#ionately againſt any 
thing which you ſee amiſs in their Conduct. 

You will yourſelf find the Pleaſure, the Benefit, 
the Reward of this; and therefore you will not 
think I do improperly in reckoning this amongſt the 
Circumſtances which may be a/eful to you, if it be 
not your own Fault. | | 

1 If you find no immediate Benefit by 
A „ the Method ufed for your Recovery, 
7 Tx be not #mpatient— nor by any means 

envy thoſe that do Suſpect not the 
Skill, or the Faithfulneſs, of thoſe that have the Care 
of you; for no Man can command a Bleſſing— The 
PaysICc1ans of PRixexs are often unſucceſsful, and 
they grow worſe and worſe under their Care— And 
the moſt judicious PHYSICIANS THEMSELVES are at 
laſt obliged to ſubmit to Death.— If therefore you 
do receive any Benefit, be very thankful to God for 
it, though the Amendment be ever fo fmall. 
fp And if you recover, when you are 
of Recovery, to leave the Infirmary, do it with a 
Hp Diſpoſition: ro report what Good you 


Care cannot be taken) to the /z#rmary, for the Edification of 
the Patients; perhaps 20 Treatiſe is better ſuited to the Circum- 
ſtance, or more level to the Capacities, of the lower Rank of 
Readers, than Burkitt's Help and Guide; which I would re- 
commend, in a particular manner, 'to their Peruſal— A Book 
well known (for it has paſſed Tawenty-five Editions)--- and ju/?!y 
eſteemed for the abundant Matter of uſeful Inſtruction which it 
contains, and which is not perhaps any-where to be equalled _ 
in a Treatiſe of ſo moderate a Price (</z.. One Shilling 
bound). | | 
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[24] 
ha ſeen and received there, with Thankfulneſs 
And as for what may have been amiſs, which I hope 
in ſuch Societies will be very little, do not blaze it 
abroad, to promote Prejudice againſt ſuch Places, 
which would be very ungrateful, and very miſchievous; 


but give proper Hints of it to thoſe who may have 
it in their Power to rectify what is amifs— and it 


will be well taten, and may be the Means of doing 


. , And as it is very probable you will, 
Abs e Pie at your going out of the Infirmary, have 
_ ſome little Treati/es given you, ſuitable 


to the Circumſtances of your Recovery, read them 


with Diligence and Care— lay it ſeriouſly to Heart 
and charge i on your Conſcience, that you never, 
no never, forget the Vows you have made in Trou- 
ble, and the merciful Hand that has brought you 


out of it. 1 a E * 8 

= To conclude— Theſe are plain, but 
The Cerclefen. ſerious, and J hope ſuitable Advices, 
which an unfeigned Lovz to you, and affet3ionate 
Deſire of your Welfare, have ſuggeſted. I recom- 
mend them to your aTTENTIVE and REPEATED 
Peruſal, hoping they may engage ſome particular 
Regard, as coming from the Hand of a Phyſician 
(a Conſideration, methinks, which ſhould at leaſt 
affect thoſe Patients who are under my per ſonal 


Care). At the fame time, I recommend you to the 


Divine Bleſſing heartily wiſhing your Recovery 


from your Illneſs, if it be the Will of an all-wife 


and gracious GOD — and (however that may be) 
a religious Improvement of theſe © comparatively- 
«* light Afflictions, which are but for a Moment, 
*© that they may work out for you a far more ex- 
s ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory.“ 


2 Cor, iv. 17: 


To 


Las! 

TO have contributed in any Degree to ſo epeel- 
ent an End, will be a great Satisfaction to one, 
who tenderly commiſerates your Calamity, and who 
(regarding you as a Partaker of the ſame human 
Nature, and Chriſtian Profeſſion) cannot but ear- 
neſtly deſire to approve himſelf, in every Oihce of 
un and Chariey, | 


| Your fincere Well 4 
N orthampton, 
as 1748. James STONHOUSE. 


The Whole review'd and ſumm d up in a 


P R A V E R. 


N. B. Some few Words are inc liſad in Crotchets, thus [ ], which 
may be adied or omitted occaſionally, . n the necęſ- 
am Connexion. | 


Salam, E Ternal and Ever-bleſſed God, I 
aud Confeſſion. adore thee as the wiſe and gracious 
Governor of all thy Creatures, and the Sovereign 
Diſpoſer of all Events— I acknowlege thy Hand 
in the Affliction under which I now "labour, and I 
own thy Juſtice in it:—and I confeſs, that my 
Sins have been ſo many,. and ſo great, that thou 


Puniſheſt me much leſs than mine Iniquities * have 


deferved— 1 hope likewiſe, in thy fatherly Goodneſs, 
that chou intendeſt my Reformation, and final Hap- 
pineſs, by theſe Chaſtiſings— and humbly pray, 


that tho' they be not for The preſent joyous, * but 


grievous ;, they may hereafter * the peaceable Fruits 
F Righteouſneſs. 


* Ezra ix. 13. d Heb. xi. 11. 


* I bleſs 
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= I bleſs thee, O Lord, for the TION 
Thaniziving: Mercies, that mingle themſelves with 


the Bitterneſs and Pain of this Affiction ; and par- 
ticularly bleſs thee, that now, by thy g good Provi- 
dence, I am brought into this IN F IRMAR T 
— Adored be thy goodneſs, O thou great Author 
of univerſal Love, that thou haſt put it into the 
Power, and into the Hearts, of our kind and com- 
paſſionate BenzracToRs, to provide ſuch Places of 
Reception for Perſons in my Circumſtances— I 
heartily pray, that thy Bleſſing may attend thoſe of 
them that are yet within the Reach of Prayer, and 
the Poſterity of ſuch Friends to Mankind — and I 
rejoice in, and thank thee for all the Accommoda- 
tions, [Refreſhment], [Comfort], [and Help],which 
I, or any other, have receiv'd, [or do or may re- 
ceive] from ſuch charitable Foundations as theſe. 
— I pray likewiſe, that thou wilt be 
eee, pleas d to viſit this Ix F IRMARY with 
thy Bleſſing, to direct and proſper the Endeavours of 
all who are attempting to do good here, and to give 
unto me, and all others, in ſuch calamitous Circum- 
ſtances as myſelf, Wiſdom and Grace to improve 
the afflicting Stroke of thy Rod, and all the Mer- 


cies of thy Providence to us. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may ſearch 


Prayer for In- and try my Ways, and turn again unto 


Niki, the May I improve the Leiſure of 
ſuch a State as this to examine my own 
Heart, and may I be led to form a right Judg- 
ment of myſelf !— If I am yet an unconverted Sin- 
ner, diſcover to me, I beſeech thee, my Danger, 
and my Miſery; and give me, by thy renewing 
Spirit, an unfeigned Repentance towards God, and 
a TRUE FaiTH in Chriſt, that T may turn from 
every Sin, and devote myſelf for ever to thy Ser- 


vice— I 1 am already in a State of Acceptance with 
| thee, 


L271 

thee, ſtrengthen, I beſeech thee, al my — more 
and more, and ſubdue all the Remainders of Sin in 
my Heart; and particularly teach me Righteouſneſs 

by thoſe things which I now ſuffer.— 
Grant that the Advantages 1 here 
Prayer for 2 enjoy, may be wiſely and religiouſly 
nn yr 0 May I be thankful for 
| Inſtruction from thy Word, and other 
uſeful Books, from the Labours of thy Miniſters, 
whether in Prayer or Preaching, or Adminiſtration 
of the Sacrament— May I thankfully receive their 
Admonitions, may | heartily join in their Petitions, 
and may I devoutly remember my Saviour's Death 
May all the Sights of Sorrow and Diſteſs with which 
T am here ſurrounded, lead me to reflect on the Evil 
of Sin, and on the Love of Chriſt, manifeſted in that 
Agony and Miſery he endured for uy Sake | May 
they engage me to fly from * the Wrath to come, and 
to lay hold on eternal Life— And grant, I beſeech 
thee, that if I have any Opportunity of doing Good 
here, or of being helpful to others in their temporal 


or ſpiritual Intereſts, I may embrace them with 


Readinels, and with Thankfulneſs. 
And now, Lord, I defire to lay my- 
Pre oY he. ar, with. all humble Reſignation of 
Medicines | Soul, at thy Feet, beſeeching thee, if 
it be thy heavenly Will (for without 
thy Concurrence, vain is the Skill of the ableſt Phy- 
fician), to bleſs the Means employed for my Re- 
covery, and to reſtore me to Health, Comfort, and 
Uſefulneſs, again.— But if thou ſeeſt fit to deny 
that Bleſſing, on which I know the Efficacy of all 
depends, Thy WILL BE ponzt'!— Support me un- 
der the moſt incurable Evils thou mayſt 
appoint for me in Life; prepare me 
for the awful and important Hour of Death; and 


Luke iii. 7. 


For Support. 
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if it be thy 3 Pleaſure that I die nkxzs 
. deliver me not, I beſeech thee; i anto the: 
2 Nebra. Pangs of the * Second Death; but re 
5 ceive my Spirit into thy merciful 
Hands, and conduct me to thy heavenly Preſence ; 
where all the Afflictions of Life ſhall ceaſe, and no 
Remembrance of them remain, but what ſhall in- 
creaſe the Happineſs of thy People, and awaken 
Songs of everlaſting Gratitude and Joy for the kind: 
Purpoſes that were anſwered. by — Grant this, 
I beſeech thee, Gracious God, and whatever elſe 
thou ſeeſt neceſſary or expedient for me, for the Sake 
of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, into whoſe Hands I deſire 
daily to commit my Spirit: And to whom, with 
thyſelf, and the Holy Ghoſt, I would aſcribe ever-. 
laſting Praiſes. Amen, Amen. | 


2 Rev. xx1. 8. 
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DRAYER is ſo univerſally acknowleged by all 


neceſſary Part of it, that I am ſolicitous no one Per- 
ſon, how poor and unlearned ſoever, mould be de- 


ſtitute of proper Aſſiſtances for the Performance of 


it— I chooſe therefore to add, in this Poſtſcript, 
ſome plain Directions relating to daily Devotion 
(though I pretend not to confine any one exa#ly to 
theſe Forms), the Uſe of which may extend much 
farther than the Perſons to whom the Letter is par- 
_ ticularly adapted. — pb 

And I could wiſh, that as the ABRIDG- 
MENT of the Forms is ſo very ſhort, Parents 
would teach them to their Children; and that grown 
Perſons, who cannot read (eſpecially Patients in an 
Infirmary), may, by ſome charitable Friend, be 
taught to repeat them by Heart, which may to ſuch 


be a very profitable Exerciſe, during their Confine- 


ment, if their Illneſs be not extreme. | 
And *tis to be hoped, that fuch who are Heads 
of Families (if they have any Regard to their own 
eternal Salvation, and that of others committed to 
their Care), will not fail to pray with them (when 
they return from the Infirmary) Morning and Even- 
ing, making uſe of the Words, We inſtead of I, us 
inſtead of me, and our inſtead of Mv. 
Tis no Matter what ſuch or ſuch a Man does, 
or ſays— nor can it ſignify what Notions you may 
entertain of oufſide Appearances— Is THE GospeL 
TRUE ? 


that pretend any Regard to Religion, to be a 
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TRUE2— If it be (as it ſurely is), then FE ill Lines: 
Negligences, or Ignorances of others will be no Ex- 
cuſe for your Diſobedience— no more than the Ex- 
travagancy of another in ſpending the Means of his 
Subſiſtence, would be a Relief to you, if you had 
been ſo indiſcreet as to ſpend yours. 

The too general Diſuſe — of FAM IL v 
PRAYER cannot afford even the leaſt Shadow of 
a Pretence, to countenance your Neglect of it. Con- 
ſult the Scriptures, and meditate frequently on that 
valiant Commander Joſpua's noble Declaration, 

As for ME, and my Houſe, ws will ſerve the 

Lord. Joſh. xxiv. 1 

This now ought to be the 4 ncere Reſolution, and 
conſtant Practice, of every Chriſtian Maſter or Mi- 
ſtreſs of a Family— Without this none can REAS0O/N- 
ABLY expect to have dutiful Children, [or faithful 
Servants]— nor JUSTLY hope to have God's Bleſſing 
in this World, or his complete Salvation in the World 
to come, 

Beſides, were all the Perſons i in a Family frequently, 
in the Day, to recollect, that in the Evening they are 
to join together in the ſolemn Worſhip of the living 
God, and to beg for each other the Fulneſs of all 
heavenly Blefſings— This Conſideration would help 
to prevent bitter Words, to ſuppreſs all Inſtances of 
Unkindneſs ; and to unite their Hearts in Love, 
that their Prayers be not hindered, 1 Pet. iii. 7. 


Some 


652) 


Shs D. [RE CTIONS relating ; 70 - Daily 
Devorion. 


As þ 8 ſoon as you? Nene endeavour to raiſe your 
Thoughts to GOD, and thankfully acknowlege 


bis Goodneſs, ſaying, with all poſſible Affection, 


Glory be to thee, O Lord, who neither ſlumbereſt 
or tleepents for having warched over me this Night ?. 


After 


2 It is a ſtanding Regulation, in the Orders of all the Infirma- 
ries, that every Patient (unleſs ordered to the contrary by the Phy- 
fician) ſhall riſe at Seven in the Summer, and at Eight in the 
Winter---- I cannot but hope, that Perſons in healthy Circum- 
ſtances will bluſh to indulge their Soth, and loſe their Time in 
Indolence, even when their weak and . ckly Neighbours have 
left their Beds, and are employ*d in Devotion. . ; 

d A State of 7. hankfulneſs is much to be deſired and culti- 
vated - as ſuch a State is the 20 pleaſing to Almighty God, 
the moſt ornamental to our Holy Religion, and the mo/? — 
able to ourſelves--- In order therefore to beget and ſupport this 
moſt amiable and delightful Temper, I would adviſe you juſt to 
read over (either before or after your Devotions) the following 
Conſiderations- and MusE upon them a little, when your Time 


permits: 


o * 
. % uf 


1 

Preſervation from the Dangers of the Night, as Fire, Rob- 
bery, pernicious Dreams, in which many have deſtroyed them- 
ſelves. 

Refreſhment of sleep or comfortable Supports from God, 
amidſt 72/7/z/s Nights, in the Bed of Languiſhing. 

How many have ſpent the Night in Priſons---- How many in 
exceſſive Pain of Body, or inexpreſſible Anguifh of ** weary 


of their Beds, and their Lives. 


The Addition of another Da and the Profpet of ſpending 
it in ſecuring the Favour of God, and a happy Immortality, for 


which we are all Probationers. 
How many were ſummoned laſt Night, from their Bodies, to 


appear before God. | 
3. The 
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After this Ejaculation quit your Bed immediately, 


and do not indulge a fluggiſh indolent Temper, which 


is criminal in itſelf, and waſtes your Time, which 
ought to be employed in a very different manner. 
WHILE you are dreſſing, meditate upon the un- 


ſpeakable Glory of the great God, and your own ex- 


ceeding Sinfulneſs ; that you may pray with Reverence, 
and godly Fear— or meditate on one of thoſe pre- 
cious Promiſes, in which God has graciouſly declared, 
that He will bear your Petitions, and grant your Re- 
queſts, that you may pray in Fal rn, nothing douBT- 
ING. Sometimes you may meditate on the Blood of 
Chriſt, which was ſhed to obtain all heavenly Bleſſings 
for you— or on his powerful Interceſſion, at his Fa- 
ther s Right Hand, in your Bebalf; that your Belief 
may be ſtill farther eſtabliſhed. 


IV HEN you are dreſſed (let your Buſineſs be what it 


- 


will, or ever ſo urgent), offer up the following Prayer, 


on your bended Knees— conſidering well before whom 
you kneel Or, if kneeling cannot conveniently be com- 
plied with— then pray as you ſtand, as you fit, as you 
walk, [ as you ride], [or even as you work], rather than 
neglect it. For God Almighty regardeth not the Po- 
ſtore, hut the Heart— Only be flow in your Utter- 
ance, and earneſt in your Affections Make a Stop 


at the End of every Petition, that you may ponder. 


upon the ineſtimable Worth of the Bleſſing you aſk— 
that it may be the Defire of your Sour, as well as 
the Requeſt of your Toncve—And may the God of all. 
Goodneſs, without whom you are unable to think a 


The Proviſion of warm Apparel, and all manner of comfort- 
able Conveniencies, at leaſt Food and Raiment, wherewith we 
ſhould be content, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. vi. 1. 1 

The Pleaſure of returning again to the dear Society our 
Relations, or intimate Friends. 5 fg 

Cor. W. 5. 


good 


fi [33] 
good hou Bt, pour pon | you the & pirit of n Grace 
and Supplicatio. i 


A PRAYER for the Morning. 
( (Extrafted from Jenks's Devotions). 


INffinite and eternal God, Thou art glorious in 

Holineſs, and of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity.— How then— O how ſhall 7 approach thee, 
who am but a ſinful Worm, raiſed fram that Duſt, 
to which 7 ſhortly muſt return I was born in 
Sin, and the Imaginations of my corrupt Heart have 
been only evil continually.— J have done fooliſhly 
and wickedly throughout my whole Life— My Sins 
are multiplied beyond Meaſure, and aggravated be- 
yond Expreſſion— They are innumerable Debts, 
and fad Accounts; and if thou ſhouldft enter into 
Judgment with me, 7 could not anſwer thee one of 
a Thouſand.— O God of Heaven, make me deeply, 
laſtingly, ſenſible of ny guilty, my undone Condition. 

But thou, O Lord, art gracious and merciful, 
lang-ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs, keeping 
Mercy for Thoufands, and pardoning Iniquity, thro* 
the Atonement of thy bleſſed Son— For his Sake, 
O heavenly Father, blot out all my Tranſgreſſions, 
and let me be accepted * in Chriſt Jeſus— He 
has perfectly fatisfied © the Juſtice of Heaven for all 
my Provocations.— Lord, remember his bitter Ago- 
nies ; Lord, conſider his meritorious Obedience 
Lord, regard his prevailing Interceſſion— For his 
Sake, O my God, for his Sake, forgive me all my 
Tranſgreſſions, and love me with an everlaſting 

e. = 7 


* Zechar. xii. 10. _ W Epheſ. i. 565. John i. 29. 
F Lord, 
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Lord, thou knoweſt the Frailty of my Nature, 
and Deceitfulneſs of ny) Heart Thou ſeeſt the 
manifold Temptations, which beſet me on every Side 
Wet me never walk careleſly amidſt ſo many Dan- 

ers — Make me continually ſenſible of thy Preſence 
Teach me entirely to depend on thy Aid— and 
be Thou my Defender in every Time and Need—If 
thou guide me not, I ſhall run into Error if thou 
preſerve me not, J ſhall fall into Sin.— Let thy 
Word abide in my Memory, and thy Spirit dwell 
in my Heart; that 7 may not only be upright in my 
outward Converſation, but purified thoroughly in all 
my Diſpoſitions and Deſires. , 
Enable me, gracious God, to diſpatch the Buſi- 
neſs, and diſcharge the Duties, of ny Station; and, 
amidſt all the Affairs of this momentary Life, O let 
me never forget the one Thing needful— Whether 
eat or drink, or whatever I do; may I do all in the 
Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, out of Obedience 
to thy Will, and to the Glory of thy Majeſty.— 
Thus may 1 walk before thee in Love, and have 
my Converſation in Heaven, even while I ſojourn 
on Earth. Be merciful to all Conditions of Men — 
Pour down the choiceſt of thy Bleſſings upon my 
BenefaCtors— enlighten thoſe who ſit in Darkneſs— 
comfort all that are diftreſſed— ſtrengthen every 
one that is tempted— And grant to me, grant to my 
Relations, grant to all my Fellow-creatures, what- 
ſoever thou ſeeſt needful for the Welfare of our 
Bodies, and the Salvation of our Souls; till, thro' 
the Multitude of thy Mercies, and the Merits of 
thy Son, we are conducted ſafe to be ever with the 
Lord; in whoſe prevailing Name, and comprehen- 
five Words, I conclude theſe my M e ERECH Peti- 
tions, ſaying, | | | 


OUR 
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O R F ather, which art in Heaven; Hallowed 
be thy Name.—Thy Kingdom come.— Thy 
Will be . in Earth, As it is in Heaven. — Give 
us this Day our daily Bread.— And forgive us our 
Treſpaſſes, As we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us. — And lead us not into Temptation; But deliver 
by from Evil: For thine is the Kingdom, And the 
Power, and the Glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 


Aways finiſh your Devotions math thoſe W! im- 
portant Words of the Apoſtle, which. conſtitute the 
only Happineſs of a Chriſtian, and are a Summary of 
all "the EY Bali * have _ imploring. 


2 Cor xili. 14. 
May the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chit, and the 
Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with M2 [or * this 158 [or Night], 
and for evermore. 


8 


When you ariſe from your Knees, be careſul not to 
forget your Devotions — You are to live over what 
you have been praying— Your Prayers are to be the 
| Rule of your Converſation— You ought therefore 
often to recollect your Morning Devotions , and oc- 
cafionally dart up, amidſt your various Employments, 
to the all-gracious Bx1nc, ſome or other of thoſe Peti- 
tions then offered. 

When the Time for EveninG Prayer approaches, 
be particularly watchful againſt Drowſincls— Do not 
go to your Knees, or betake yourſelves to God haſilly, 
or rudely— allot ſome little Time for ſuch Recollettion 
as J recommended in the Mognine [Page 32.] re- 
membering always, that inattentive, li feleſs Prayer is 
an 3 to the Moſt High; is a MF 
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of the Divine Majeſty, rather than an acceptable Ser- 


Vice— Endeavour therefore to have your Heart af- 


felted with an adoring Senſe of God's moſt glorious 
_ Excellency, and with an humbling Conviction of your 


own Vileneſs — Endeavour to have an awakened, ardent 
Defire of obtaining the Bleſſings you aſt; accompa- 
nied with a firm Faith in the Promiſes of God, and 
the rich Merits of Chriſt— that you may ſo aſk as 
to receive; ſo ſeck as to find ; ſo knock, by an earneſt 
believing Importunity, that the Door of Divine Bounty | 
may be opened, and your Soul be abundantly ſupplied 


with all ſpiritual Bleſſings. 


A PRAYER for the Evening. 
(Extrafed from Jenks's Devotions ) ; 
O Lord, the great and glorious God !— Thou haſt 


created al Things by thy Almighty Power — 
Thou ordereſt all Things by thy wife Providence; 


thy Mercy is everlaſting, and over all thy Works 


Who can expreſs the exceeding Goodneſs of the 
Lord, which is ſo continually, ſo abundantly de- 
ſcending on ſinful Mortals!— This Day, and every 
Day of my Life, 7 have largely taſted of thy loving 
Kindneſs— I have lived altogether on thy Fatherly 


Care Thou haſt protected my Body, and kept my 


Life from going down into the Pit. Thou haſt fur- 


niſned me with Food convenient for me— Thou 


haft not left me deſtitute of the Succours of thy 
Grace, but haſt given me all things needful both for 
Life and Godlineſs— Give me alſo ſuch a lively 
Senſe of thy Mercies, that my very Soul may bleſs 
thee, and all that is within me may praiſe thy holy 
Name O, let thy never-ceafing Kindneſs enkindle 
my Love, and lead me to Repentance. 1 


2 Mat. vii. 7. 


| For 


: SY 

For I am aſhamed, O moſt merciful God, I am 
even confounded, to . think, how little 7 have im- 
proved, how greatly I have abuſed the various In- 
ſtances of thy bountiful Care My Heart has not 
been whole with thee— my Thoughts have wan- 
dered from my God— my Affections have been bent 
upon earthly things — Who can tell how oft he 
hath offended in his Thoughts, Words, and Deeds ? 
— Convince me thoroughly of my Wickedneſs, and 
make me deeply ſenſible of my ever-increaſing 
Sins— But, O merciful Lord, blot out, as a Cloud, 
my Tranſgreſſions— ſee all my Offences puniſhed in 
Saviour, who was wounded for my Sins, and 
bruiſed for my Iniquities.— As the Chaſtiſement of 
my Peace was upon him, ſo let the Merit of his 
Righteouſneſs be upon me, and by his * Stripes let me 

be healed. TN a TIF 
Nor do I only beg for PAR DON of my Sins, but 
alſo for Power againſt them. — O let thy Grace 
be ſufficient for ne; that J may grow in Godlineſs 
as J grow in Years, and increaſe in the Knowlege 
of Chriſt, as 1 draw nearer to his awful Tribunal— 
Let me not, O thou Searcher of Hearts, let me not 
deceive myſelf in this moſt important Concern— 
make me a SINCERE Believer, and a REAL Chriſtian 
| —Endue me with a living Faith, and quicken ms 
with inward Holineſs— O let me be in the Num- 
ber of thoſe, who worſhip God in the * Spirit, who 
e rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus—and have no Confidence in 
e the Fleſh”— Since the Time of my Abode in this 
tranſitory World is ſo very ſhort, and ſo uncertain ; 
ſince I am to be happy, or miſerable eternally, when 
J depart hence, and am no more feen— Let me 
never ſet up my Reſt, nor flatter my/e/f with the 
Conceit of any long Continuance in this Tabernacle 
of Clay— but let me wait all the Days of my ap- 
pointed Time, till my Change come: Wait in con- 

=o | | ſtant 
„ Iſaiah liti, . Þ Philip, iii. 3. 7 
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„ 
ſtant Expectation of it; wait in the HaprTvar Ex- 
erciſe of that unfeigned Faith, and the DAILY Pra- 
Rice of thoſe Holy Duties, which may make it un- 
to ne, Chriſt to live *, and Gain to di. 
O God of the Families of all the Earth, have 
Mercy on the whole Race of Mankind— Pour thy 
Spirit upon all People— let the whole Earth, in thy 
good time, be filled with the Knowlege of thy glo- 
rious Goſpel, as the Waters cover the Sea: And 
let all Fleſh ſee, let all Fleſh partake of, the Salva- 
tion of God— Bleſs, in a particular manner, my 
kind Acquaintance ; let them know thee, the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent. 
Bleſs my dear Relations; be Thou their GOD, and 
let them be Tay Sons and Daughters, O Lord Al- 
mighty — Forgive all my Enemies, and. reward all 
my Benefactors— Have Pity upon all that are af- 
flicted; grant to their Bodies, Reſt in Sleep, and to 
their Souls, Conſolation in Chriſt O vouchſafe this 
unſpeakable Bleſſing to all thy Servants, and to me, 
O Lord, who am leſs than the leaſt of thy Mer- 
cies ; who defire to renounce myſelf, and to find 


Acceptance in thy Well-beJoved Son who cannot 


but condemn myſelf, and therefore truſt in the Ex- 
3 of his moſt precious Blood, which ſpeaketh 
etter. Things in my Behalf, than ] Lips can utter, 


or my Heart conceive, and in whoſe prevailing 


Name, and comprehenſive Words, I ſum up all my 
own, and all my Fellow-Chriſtians Wants, ſaying, * 
C Our 

* Philip 1. 21. 5 

d The Prayers for the Morning and Evening, as I obſerved, 
are extracted from 7:nks's Devotions ; a moſt excellent and 
uſeful little Book, in which are Con/o/ations, ſuited to every 
Diflreſs ; Petitions accommodated to every Exigence ; proper 


Preſervativ, ſuggeſted in Caſe of Temptation; and indeed 


ample Proviſion made to ALL the ſpiritual Wants of a Chri- 


ſtian—- The general Character of which I cannot give better, 
| than, 


Tat 
Our Father, GC c. 7 
May the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Sc. 


N. B. Theſe Prayers may be read deliberately over 
in about Five or Six Minutes— but, as the Length 
of them may make it difficult for thoſe who cannot 
read, to learn them by Heart, and 10 retain them in 
their Memories, it may be convenient to add the two 
following ſhort, but comprehenſive Forms, which 
may be conſidered as an Abridgment of the former. 


FT . 


8 The Pu AYER for Morning, abridg d. 


O Moſt holy Lord God Almighty, J may well 

be aſhamed to appear before thee, for J was 
born in Sin, and my actual Iniquities are more than 
the Hairs of my Head— 7 fall down before thee, 
confeſling my great Guilt, by which T have daily de- 
ſerved to be caſt into the Fire that * can never be 
quenched— But thou delighteſt in Mercy, and haſt 
| ſent thine only Son to die for Sinners For his Sake, 
Father of everlaſting Compaſſions, pardon and ac- 
cept me; for in Him, and in Him AroxE, do [ 
hope, and truſt— And I intreat thee, O moſt gra- 
cious God, to ſanctify my Heart, and to fill it 
with conſtant Love to thee, and to all Mankind 
— Be with me, O Lord, in Life and in Death, 
and at length bring me to perfect Holineſs and Joy 
in thy Kingdom above— Be pleaſed to bleſs all the 


than in the Words of the ingenious Mr. Herver, in his ;u/th- 
celebrated Meditations on the Tombs, Flower-Garden, &c, (See 
Vol. I. Page 273. of the Third Edition): © Zenks's Book of 
“ Devotions has deſervedly paſſed through Elewen Editions; 
* and is truly admirable for the Sublimity, Spirituality, and 
„ Propriety of the Sentiments, as well as for the pathetic Turn 
of Expreſſion, with which they are cloathed.” 
Mark ix. 45. = 
World 


. 


World with thy Goſpe 1 rewind my Nie 
an Hundred fold]; — 5 the Affſicted; and grant 
to me, to thoſe who are deareſt to me, and to AL.. 

my Fellow- Creatures, whatever thou ſeeſt needful for 
the Welfare of our Bodies, and Salvation of our 
Souls, through Telus Chriſt. Ar. Cox Leh 


The. PaavBn for Evening, ebride'd.. 1 4. 


1 Thank thee,” O moſt great and gracious God, 

with my whole Heart J thank thee, for all the 
Mercies of my Life, and particularly thoſe of this 
Day Give me a more affecting Senſe of thy unde» 
E ved and wonderful Goodneſs. Make me _ 

enitent for the Sins of this Day, and all other 

=; J have committed, and pardon them all, thro? 
the Blood of Chriſt, thy dear Son— Give me 
Strength to conquer Temptations for the Time to 
come, and cauſe me continually to grow in Grace 
Make me to know the TRUE State of my Soul, and 
let not the Deceitfulneſs of ny own Heart betray 
me into a falſe Peace Grant me the Conſolation of 
thy Holy Spiric— Wean my Heart, O Lord, more 
and more, from this vam, empty World and make 

me every Day more fit than before, for the Buſineſs 
and Enjoyments of Heaven I beg thy Bleſſing on 
all 7 ſhould pray for, and eſpecially on the Affficted 
I commit myſelf unto thee, O God, this Night. 
beſeeching thee to give me Reſt and Safety — or, if 
my Soul ſhould, this Night, be required at my Hands, 
receive it to thy Mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt, * 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. | 


| Perſons of very weak Memories, and 1 many- Chil- 
dren of Five or Six Years old, may be taught theſe 
abridg'd Prayers — But if even TRESR fhould be re- 
3 as too 2 long, which 1 hope will be the Caſe of 


very 


. Ea} 
very few, I wonld then recommend to ſuch the Uſe of 
the Lord's Prayer only, and the Benediftion of St. 
Paul 3 xamely, . Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Sc. — No Man living, from the higheſt to - 
the loweſt, whethor he be learned or unlearned, can 
baus a reaſonable Excuſe for the Omiſſion of daily © 
Prayer; fince that is to refuſe God bis proper Homage 
—=i0 att contrary to the Example and Command of 
Chriſt— and is, in Effe, io diſown his Power over 
u5—— bis Goodneſs ts us— his Juſtice to puniſh Tran. 
greſſions— and 10 queſtion his Faithfulneſs in fulfilling 
his PROMISES. TE LT 
Every Night (before or after Prayers, as it beſt 
2 you) examine your Conſcience by this ſhort Me- 


A FoRM of SELF-EXAMINATION. 


1. Have I liv'd this Day in frequent“ Remem- 
brance of the dying Love of my compaſſionate Re- 
deemer? „„ 

2. What Sins have I committed in Tnou ehr, 
Worp, or DBF | Ro 

3. What Opportunity of doing good have I ne- 

4. Have J omitted, or carcleſly perform'd, my 
religious Duties——either of Morning or Evening 
Prayer — laſt Night's Self- Examination reading 
the Scriptures, or other good Books? e 


Thoſe who really live by Fair n in CHRIST (and none can 
be Chriſtians who do not), may often meditate on him in one 
or other of the following Views; 1. as a PROPHET to teach 
them; 2. as a Kine to govern them, and to ſubdue their vicious 
Inclinations; 3. as an Hicn-yrrEsT to intercede for them; 
4. as A SACRIFICE to atone; 5. as an Exaurrx to be imitated ; 
6. as a GVARDIAR to protect; 7. as STRENGTH to ſupport ; 
8. as a FoxeRUNNER, who has paſs'd from Death to Life, and 
Prepared Manſions for the Faithful. 

12 | 06 5. Have 


42 ] 
g. Have I done any Injuſtice to my Neighbour in 
his Body, [Family], [Goods]; or Reputation? 
6. Am J willing to make him Amends as I am 
able ? 

7. Aml ready heartily to forgive thoſe who have 
treſpaſſed againſt ME, as I myſelf. deſire, that Gov | 
ſhould forgive me my Treſpaſſes againſt HI? 

8. Have I well conſidered, that the WoxrLD. of 
Sp1R1Ts mult ſoon open upon me (perhaps this very 
Night) and have [ no Sin unrepented of, unforſaken? 

N. B. To theſe few Queſtions, ſuch others may be 

added, as your Station and a in Life 
may require. 


Never examine yourſelf Ashy, and abs as 4 
Thing of Courſe, but with as much Seriouſneſs, as if 
you were juſt going to the Bax of Gop—Think how 
many Thouſands have died ſuddenly—Renew therefore 
your Application to ChRISTH for the Pardon of thoſe 
Sins which attend even your moſt. innocent Days, if 
you would not dare to die, and appear before Gop, 
under the Guilt of them + The Heart of Man, 
| ſays the Prophet Jeremiah, is deceitful above all 
Things, and deſperately wicked *, who can know it“ 
How important a Duty then is dai Self-Examination, 
that we may be more and more acquainted with our 
own Vileneſs, and ſee our Need of applying to Chriſt, 

that he may purify our corrupt Hearts, and prepare 
10 wm his Kingdom! 


Sleep, ſaid a very £ great Man, is ſo like Death, 
<< that I dare not truſt it without recommending my- 
<< ſelf to the Cuſtody of that ever-preſent Being, who 
& neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps, - and who is about my 
< Bed, and ſpieth out all my Ways.” Such aConſider- 


a Jerem. xvii. 9. 


ation. 


[ 43 ] 
ation ſhould induce us, methinks, to uſe ejaculatory 
Prayer unto Gop much oftener than we do: Then we 
ſhould be enabled, thro* the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, to lie down on our Beds every Night, with 
ſuch a Faith in Chriſt—ſuch a Reſignation to his Will 
—ſuch a ſincere Repentance for our paſt Sins 
ſuch an ardent Love of Gop above all Things—and 
ſuch a Diſpoſition to an univerſal Charity towards all 
Men, of every Rank, Party, and Denomination, 
that we might be ready to die willingly and com- 
fortably, were we certain, that our Souls would be 
required of us before the Morning. 


Meditate in Bed on the Sixth V erſe of the Thirty- 
firſt Pſalm, conſidering, at the ſame time, there is a 
Poſſibility, hat you may never awake any more. 


Into t Hands I commend my Spirit : for thou 
haſt redeemed me, O Lord, Thou Gop of Truth. 


A ſhort Prayer, to be ſaid before public Worſhip. 
Cle me, O Lord, a deep Reverence of thy Pre- 

ſence Let thy Holy Spirit help my Infirmities 
Wet me ſo pray that I may obtain thy Bleſſing; 
ſo hear that my Soul may be ſaved through the Me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


—— ſhort Prayer to be ſaid after public Worſhip, 
Pardon: O Gop, for Chriſt's Sake, the great Cold- 


eſs of theſe my Devotions, and the many M an- 
derings of my Thoughts Make me a Doer of thy 
Word, and not a Hearer only, left I deceive my 
own Soul. Amen. 85 8 


G 2 A Prayer 


j 


[44] 


A Prayer before Reading of ee 


B God, who haſt cauſed all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our Learning, grant that I may 
in ſuch wiſe HEAR them, READ, MARK, LEARN, 
and inwardly p1cesT them, that by Patience and 


Comfort of thy holy Word, I may embrace and ever 


hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which 
thou haſt given me m our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. 
An 3 . 


AMET and everlaſting Gop, who art aways 
more ready to hear than I to pray, and art wont 
to give more than either I deſire or deſerve, pour 
down upon me the Abundance of thy Mercy, for- 
giving thoſe Things, whereof my Conſcience is 
afraid, and giving me thoſe good Things, which I 
am not worthy * to aſk, but through the Merits and 
Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, my Lord and 


Saviour, Amen. | 15 


Our Saviour, we 94 while on Earth, always 
glorified Gop, and never far down to Meat without 
giving Thanks (See Mark vi. 41.)— And St. Paul, 
tho* in Bonds, and in Preſence of a numerous Com- 
pany of Heathens, would not omit this Duty (See 


Acls xxvii. 35.— Is it not therefore an inexcuſable 


Departure from the Example of Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles, to fall to our Food, as Beaſts to-our Fod- 
der, without any devout Acknowlegement of that 


Here ] believe it will not be improper to obſerve, that every 
Prayer i in our Liturgy is offered up, according to the Declara- 


tion of the Scriptures, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt--- Shall we 


then preſume to take Delight in our own Ft” orth, who are not 
udged worthy ſo much as even to a Pardon for our Sins, with- 
ont the Mediation and Interceſſion of the Son of God? 


bountiful 
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bountiful Being, who openeth bis Hand, and Filleth 
«< all things living with. Plenteouſneſs, — That the 
moſt aalcarned, therefore, may not want Words ta 
beg God's Bleſſing upon his daily Food, and to 
return him "Thanks for it, the following Graces _ 
be conſtantly uſed. 
Now, as an Addreſs to Almighty « God is one of 
the moſt ſerious and ſolemn Things in the World, 
let me- intreat you to be very compoſed and reve- 
rential in the Performance of this Duty Since to 
perform it in a ſlight and negligent manner, muſt be 
ſhocking to all good Men, and ſinful before God— 
PR more ſinful than even the Omullion itſelf. 


Grace before Meals. 


Gon, O Lord, that theſe thy good 88 
nouriſſi us, and that we may love and ſerve 


thee, thaw? Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 
Grace after Meals, | 


Ge O D's holy Name be bleſſed and praiſed for theſe 


32 all his other Mercies thro? Jeſus Chriſt our 


_ B. Let theſe Graces be reveren adky repeated — 
and if any Perſon who pretends 20 aſk the Bleſſing 

of the * 2 the Food you are to take to- 
wo ſhall preſume 10 do it in an irreverent 
manmer— REMEMBER 04 are as much obliged 
to repeat the Grace in your own Mind, as if no- 


thing had us at the Table. 


Tune put an End to my particular Inſtructions, 
as to the Patient's daily Devotion—and ſhall only 


take Leave to remind my Readers, in general, of a 


very obvious, but never enough to be inculcated Re- 


mark — ⁊ 13. That to ATTEMPT at leaſt to diſſipate 
| 3 that 


' 


. ws {a te * 


: 
. 8 
I 
! 
| 


. 
« 
£ 
ö 
Fl 
? 
N 
[1 


[ 46 ] 


chat Cloud- of Ignorance which has overſpread the 


Generality of our Fellow-Creatures; and to let in the 


Light of the GospEL upon their benighred Minds; 


to contribute as far as in US lies, to ſuppreſs Vice, 


and promote practical Religion in our Neighbour- 


hood; is the cou uo Concern, and not confined to 


* * * * 1 2 
. 


2 PECULIAR ORDER of Men. 2 11 


It is in the Power of every private Chriſtian to 


ſuggeſt religious Hints to his Relations, Friends, 
and others Such Hints, judicioufly timed, may, 
thro' the Grace of God, awaken the CARELESS, re- 


claim the Viciovs, and ſet forward an Univerſal 


RerorRMaTION—A Work this, of the utmoſt Im- 
portance both to the flouriſhing of our C1vir Con- 


ſtitution, and to the Maintenance of the PROrT E- 


STANT Cauſe—conſequently of the moſt beneficial 
Influence to our preſent and eternal Welfare—A 
Work which we cannot reaſonably hope to ſee ac- 
compliſhed, without the Concurrence of almoſt every 
Hand—and which (as in the Caſe of a ſpreadin 
Conflagration, or a prevailing Rebellion) calls — 
for Help from every Quarter. | 

By the preceding Ess Av I have given ſuch Aſ- 
ſiſtance as ſeemed more immediately compatible with 
my Character and Station, as a PRVYSICIAN to a 


4 


PozLIc InfiRMAaRY— May others in their reſpec- 


tive Spheres exert themſelves in a more eminent Man- 
ner may their Endeavours be attended with more 
abundant Succeſs—and may Arr, Rich and Poor, 


High and Low, facilitate this momentous Deſign, by 


cultivating in themſelves, and inforcing on others, a 


BELIEF * in Chriſt Jeſus, by adding VIx ux to their 


» FaiTH— and by the perſuaſive Eloquence of an 
unblameable Lite, and exemplary Converſation. 

2 Sirs, what muſt J do to be ſaved? And they ſaid, BELIRvt 
in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Acts xv. 30, 31. 
| Pet. i. 5. | 
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2 CoxpEsckup ro Mx IN LOW Esra rz,“ 
is the Injunction of our great Maſter, by his Apo- 
ſtle, Rom. xii. 16.— In Conformity to this humane 


Advice, I have accomodated my Readers with a Set 
of PrRavERs of the plainæſt Sort, and moſt eaſy to 
be underſtood— I have alſo added Di REC TIONS 
more familiar and minute than would be neceſſary, 
were they not intended to teach Perſons of the very 
meaneſt Capacity to Pray in ſuch a manner as may 
be improving ta themſelves, and acceptable to God 
through Chriſt— But this very neceſſary Caution 1 


would give once for all, that I am far from placing 


Religion in PRavyinc— It is indeed the excellent 


MEANS to obtain a moſt noble and valuable 
END — For the chief Deſign of PRA VER is to 


procure the Grace of God to ſubdue our corrupt 
Affections (which it is impoſſible for us thoroughly 
to gratify)— and to enable us to live in this evil 
World, ſoberly as to ourſelves ;— righteouſly as to 
our Neighbour ;— and godly as to our Heavenly ' 
Father.— If it produces not theſe Effects, it is only 

a Lip-Labour; a Tree without Fruit z a ſpecious 
SELF-DECEIT. 
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